To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hardingstone 

Rural  District  Council . 


JANUARY,  1910. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1909,  with  the  usual  Tables.  I have  again 
estimated  the  population  of  the  district  as  equal  to  that  of  the  previous  years ; I have  no  reason  to 
think  that  it  is  declining  as  shown  by  the  last  census,  but  I do  not  think  it  is  increasing. 

The  total  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  only  143.  This  is  quite  the  lowest  number 
of  births  during  the  last  ten  years.  In  1908  the  number  was  only  150,  and  this  at  that  date  was 
the  previous  lowest  number.  The  average  number  for  the  last  ten  years  was  171,  with  a ratio  per 
1,000  of  2T5  ; the  ratio  this  year  is  only  18  2 per  1,000.  Of  these  births,  73  were  males  and 
70  females. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  only  8,  giving  a ratio  per 
1,000  births  registered  of  56.  This  is  a very  low  death  rate  in  this  class,  and  is  satisfactory  as 
showing  if  fewer  children  are  born  yet  most  of  them  live.  The  average  number  of  deaths  in 
children  during  the  last  ten  years  has  been  15  3,  with  a ratio  per  1,000  births  of  94,  so  that  this 
year  the  mortality  has  been  practically  only  half  the  average.  One  of  these  deaths  in  an  infant 
five  months  old  was  due  to  diphtheria,  but  that  is  the  oidy  death  under  the  class  of  preventable 
diseases  ; no  death  was  due  to  diarrhoea.  Four  deaths  were  due  to  atrophy  or  congenital  defects  ; 
two  to  meningitis,  one  of  which  was  of  the  tubercular  type;  and  one  death  was  due  to  pneumonia. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  only  94,  with  a ratio  per  1,000  of  12  ; the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years  being  104‘8,  with  a ratio  of  13  2.  In  1900  there  were  only  93  deaths,  and  in 
1902  and  1903  there  were  94  deaths,  so  that  this  year  ranks  with  the  other  three  as  having  the 
lowest  death  rate  during  the  last  ten  years.  Eight  of  these  deaths  were  in  people  over  80  years  of 
age,  and  one  over  90  years. 

Table  II.  shows  the  births  and  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  whole  district  during  the 
last  ten  years  compared  with  those  separately  for  the  two  sub-divisions  and  the  Workhouse. 
The  births  in  the  two  sub-divisions  were  each  below  the  average,  showing  that  the  decline  is 
general  throughout  the  district.  The  deaths  in  the  Hardingstone  sub-district  were  slightly  below 
the  average  ; but  in  the  Brafield  sub-division  there  was  a considerable  drop  : only  30  deaths  out 
of  an  average  of  42  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  in 
each  sub-division  only  equal  to  about  half  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Table  III.  shows  the  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  a total 
altogether  of  53  cases,  but  8 were  cases  of  chicken  pox,  which  is  not  usually  a notifiable  disease, 
and  9 were  cases  of  tuberculosis,  which  is  now  notified  in  this  district.  Excluding  these,  there 
would  be  a total  of  36  cases  of  the  ordinary  notifiable  diseases,  which  is  still  a rather  large  number, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  Table  : — 


1900  

1905  

1901  

57  „ 

1906  

15  „ 

1902  

47  „ 

1907  

14  „ 

1903  

7 „ 

1908  

16  „ 

1904  

90  „ 

1909  

36  „ 

Of  theese  36  cases,  3 were  cases  of  diphtheria,  which  all  occurred  in  one  farmhouse  at  Chadstone, 
and  unfortunately  one  of  them  was  fatal.  It  was  difficult,  to  account  for  this  outbreak,  as  no  other 
case  had  occurred  in  this  neighbourhood  for  very  many  years  ; but  the  drainage  of  the  house  was 
not  in  a satisfactory  state,  and  it  has  since  been  reorganised.  Excluding  two  cases  of  erysipelas, 
the  remaining  31  cases  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  Of  these,  6 were  in  the  Brafield  sub-district 
and  the  remaining  25  in  the  Hardingstone  sub-district.  Of  the  Brafield  cases,  two  lived  at  Denton, 
and  both  contracted  the  disease  at  Northampton,  where  they  were  weekly  boarders  in  a school. 
Of  the  others,  three  occurred  at  Yardley  at  different  times,  and  one  at  Little  Houghton,  but  in  none 
of  these  could  I satisfactorily  trace  the  source  of  infection.  Of  the  Hardingstone  cases,  one  was  in 
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a servant  at  Great  Houghton  and  obviously  contracted  in  the  town.  Two  were  at  Milton,  and 
probably  brought  in  the  first  place  from  school.  Two  occurred  in  a farmhouse  at  Rothersthorpe 
from  which  milk  was  supplied  to  London  : the  milk  supply  was  stopped  till  measures  had  been 
taken  by  which  no  milk  was  brought  anywhere  near  the  house.  One  case  was  in  another  farm- 
house at  Milton  from  which  milk  was  sold,  and  here  again  the  sale  of  milk  was  stopped  till  the 
disease  was  at  an  end  and  disinfection  had  been  thoroughly  carried  out.  The  disease  in  this  case 
broke  out  in  a child  who  was  on  a visit  and  had  only  been  staying  in  the  house  a few  days  when  the 
disease  appeared.  They  very  foolishly  refused  to  have  it  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  so  they 
have  only  themselves  to  blame  for  the  loss  incurred  in  not  being  able  to  sell  their  milk. 

Eight  cases  came  from  the  Far  Cotton  district,  most  of  them  from  the  Lock  houses  on  the 
Canal,  so  that  they  may  have  thus  contracted  the  disease  whilst  the  others  either  worked  in  the 
town  or  had  attended  Far  Cotton  Schools.  Far  Cotton  proper  is  in  the  Borough,  and  has  suffered 
much  from  scarlet  fever  this  year;  these  few  cases  lived  just  outside  the  boundary,  so  for  sanitary 
purposes  had  to  be  treated  as  if  in  our  district.  The  remaining  ten  cases  were  from  Wootton. 
Unfortunately  the  disease  was  at  first  mistaken  by  the  doctor  attending  for  German  measles,  and 
therefore  the  cases  were  not  notified  The  disease  consequently  spread  rapidly,  and  many  cases 
were  not  admitted  to  our  Hospital  till  they  had  reached  the  peeling  stage.  All  the  Wootton  cases 
and  most  of  the  Far  Cotton  cases  were  treated  in  the  Hospital;  altogether  21  cases  were  treated  in 
the  Hospital  without  a death.  There  was  one  death  in  a child  treated  at  the  Borough  Hospital 
who  had  contracted  the  disease  whilst  under  treatment  in  the  Northampton  General  Hospital. 

The  eight  cases  of  chicken  pox  were  all  notified  from  Hardingstone,  with  one  exception. 

There  were  two  outbreaks  of  measles  during  the  year — one  at  Hardingstone  and  one  at 
Hackleton — with,  unfortunately,  two  fatal  cases.  I was  in  each  case  strongly  pressed  to  close  these 
schools;  but  as  the  memorandum  on  this  question  from  the  Local  Government  Board  had  just 
reached  me,  I did  not  see  how  I could  do  it.  In  the  case  of  the  Hardingstone  School  only  two  or 
three  children  were  left  in  the  Infant  Department,  so  that  practically  that  had  closed  itself. 
I believe,  however,  that  one  or  both  of  these  schools  were  afterwards  closed  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a great  mistake  that  this  dual  control  should  now  be  introduced,  and 
it  will  not  tend  to  uniform  working  and  efficiency. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  either  small  pox  or  enteric  fever  has  been  notified 
during  the  year. 

There  has  been  one  death  from  erysipelas  and  one  from  epidemic  influenza  ; but  few  cases 
of  this  latter  complaint  have  been  prevalent  till  December,  when  it  seems  to  have  reappeared. 

No  death  from  diarrhoea  or  gastritis  either  in  children  or  adults  has  been  registered,  which 
is  very  satisfactory. 

There  have  been  11  deaths  from  tubercular  disease,  7 from  cancer,  and  16  from  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs  ; these  are  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

At  the  request  of  your  Council  I drew  up  a report  as  to  the  measures  I advised  for  adoption 
to  prevent  the  spi’ead  of  tubercular  disease,  and  after  considering  it  the . following  rules  were 
adopted,  which  I hope  will  tend  to  check  the  progress  of  this  fatal  malady  : — 

(1)  That  medical  practitioners  practising  in  the  district  should  be  requested  to  give  notice 

to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  attended  by  them,  and  be 

paid  2/6  for  each  notification. 

(2)  That  copies  of  “ Precautions  for  Persons  Suffering  from  Consumption  ” prepared  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  printed  and  distributed  to  sufferers. 

(3)  That  the  Registrars  should  be  requested  to  send  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

immediate  notice  of  any  death  from  Tuberculosis,  so  that  measures  may  at  once  be 

taken  after  the  funeral  for  the  disinfection  of  any  infected  rooms,  clothing,  &c. 

(4)  That  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  obtain  a supply  of  spitting  vesse's  for  use  in 

the  District. 

(5)  That,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  an  annual  subscription 

of  five  guineas  should  be  given  towards  the  expenses  of  a Sanatorium. 
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The  water  supplies  in  the  various  villages  in  which  they  have  been  installed  have  been 
plentiful,  and  have  worked  satisfactorily.  The  last  year  has  been  accompanied  with  so  much 
rainfall  that  we  have  had  no  fears  on  this  subject  and  no  complaint  of  shortness. 

The  sewage  schemes  for  the  most  part  have  worked  very  satisfactorily,  and  there  have  been 
only  two  complaints.  At  Hardingstone  the  elfluent  from  a farmhouse  entered  the  sewer  without 
going  over  the  sewer  bed,  and  consequently  untreated  ; this  has  now  been  rectified.  At  Yardley 
Hastings  in  times  of  flood  the  foul  water  entered  the  brook  by  means  of  an  overflow  without  being 
pumped  over  the  sewage  farm.  Orders  have  been  given  for  this  to  be  remedied. 

Five  new  cottages  have  been  built  during  the  year ; none  have  been  condemned  or  pulled 

down. 


There  are  four  factories  in  the  district  and  22  workshops.  These  are  visited  regularly  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  always  found  in  a satisfactory  condition  ; should  any  limewashing  or 
other  repair  be  deemed  necessary,  it  is  at  once  done  by  the  proprietor,  and  we  experience  no 
difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  Act. 

There  are  also  29  dairies  in  the  district,  and  the  same  remarks  apply  to  them.  They  are 
not,  however,  visited  by  a veterinary  surgeon,  and  no  tuberculous  cows  have  been  detected. 

The  bakehouses  are  clean,  and  it  is  seen  that  they  are  kept  regularly  limewashed  ; there  are 
no  underground  bakehouses. 

There  are  9 slaughter-houses  in  the  district  which  are  regularly  inspected,  occasionally  at 
the  time  of  slaughtering;  but  the  Sanitary  Inspector  does  not  hold  a special  certificate  He  also 
keeps  an  eye  on  the  travelling  butcher  vans.  He  reports  that  the  animals  slaughtered  are  all 
healthy,  and  up  to  the  present  no  tuberculous  carcases  have  been  discovered.  Cases  of  anthrax  are 
at  once  notified  to  me  by  the  Police.  No  cases  of  glanders  or  hydrophobia  have  been  reported,  but 
I doubt  if  any  exist. 

No  cases  under  the  Midwives  Act  have  been  reported  that  require  remedying,  and  no  case 
of  puerperal  fever  has  been  notified.  There  is  a great  scarcity  of  well-trained  midwives  in  the 
district. 

I am,  Gentleman, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  PERCIVAL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


. 


